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HISTORY:

FRIENDS of Great Salt Lake was

founded in 1994 with the mission to

preserve and protect the Great Salt

Lake ecosystem and increase public

awareness and appreciation of Great

Salt Lake through education, research,

advocacy, and the arts. Our long-term  

vision is to achieve comprehensive

watershed-based restoration and

protection of the Great Salt Lake

ecosystem.

 

We achieve this mission through: 

• Education Programs, which bring

thousands of students to Great Salt

Lake annually.

• The Doyle W. Stephens Research

Program, which supports ongoing

Great Salt Lake research.

• Advocacy programming that helps

communities understand the

economic, cultural, and biological

importance of Great Salt Lake.

• The Alfred Lambourne Arts Program,

which inspires awareness and

showcases Great Salt Lake's diversity

and beauty. 

• Our biennial Issues Forum, which

brings together experts from the

scientific, academic, political, and

industrial communities to further

discussion and collaboration about

how best to preserve this

hemispherically critical resource. The

next Issues Forum will be held May 6-

8, 2020. 

 

We invite you to join us by becoming

a member and remind you that Great

Salt Lake belongs to all of us. Our

community of donors and activists

help Keep The Lake Great.   
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EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR'S
MESSAGE:

Preserve and protect is our credo.

 

It’s difficult not to become

impassioned when defending Great

Salt Lake against threats. The Lake is a

special place, a state treasure, the

parent name of Salt Lake City, and

something the state is required by the

Constitution to hold in public trust

and protect for the citizens of Utah.

It’s one of the world’s more complex

hydrogeological ecosystems that

many scientists have spent their

entire careers working on, and have

only scratched the surface in their

understanding of its complexities.

That’s why FRIENDS was founded 25

years ago. And that’s why we continue

to advocate on its behalf. Forging

policies that include the Lake and

challenging the issues that

marginalize it are all in a day’s work.

We build relationships that

strengthen our ability to preserve and

protect it for generations to come.

And we strive to create programs that

increase awareness and appreciation

of our big, salty neighbor. The future

of Great Salt Lake is now. Join us in

making a difference.

 

 

LYNN DE FREITAS

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Our Lakeside Learning field trip

programs at Great Salt Lake Marina

State Park and Antelope Island State

Park facilitate experiential

environmental education for

thousands of students annually. 

 

Great Salt Lake Marina State Park

programs, generously sponsored by

Cargill, serve the Tooele School

District, while Antelope Island State

Park programs serve students

throughout the other four counties

which border Great Salt Lake. In

partnership with The Natural History

Museum of Utah and University of

Utah Youth Education, we host

annual summer camps.

 

Our STEAM-based curriculum focuses

on the Great Salt Lake watershed, 

 

53 Bus 

Grants Given

3,167 

Students to

the Lake

EDUCATION
plant and animal adaptations, and

connections within the ecosystem.

Students experience the wonder of

Great Salt Lake as they experiment

with oolitic sand, build their own

watershed models, use binoculars to

identify wildlife, and literally get their

feet wet catching brine shrimp.  

 

Our primary goal is to continue to

inspire each new generation to

understand and appreciate Great Salt

Lake. Our passionate education team

led by Education & Outreach Director,

Katie Newburn, continues to advance

curricula in response to best

educational practices and the Utah

State Core. 

 

Interested teachers can apply for

Lakeside Learning field trips,

including grants for bus

transportation, on the FRIENDS'

website: www.fogsl.org
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ARTS & 
SCIENCE
Our Alfred Lambourne Arts Program

celebrates the relationship between

local artists and our Inland Sea.

Named after the renowned painter

and writer Alfred Lambourne (1850-

1926), whose primary subject was

Great Salt Lake, the program honors

Lambourne's breadth of artistic

interest by giving $500 annual prizes

to artists in the genres of visual arts,

literary arts, sound, and movement.

 

Every fall, finalists in each category

present their work during an opening

reception that is free and open to the

public. 2018 Alfred Lambourne Prizes

went to Kathleen Carricaburu, visual

arts; Amy Brunvand, literary arts;

Beth Krensky, movement; and to

Charles Uibel and Mark Boer, sound.  

 

 

During 2019, we were able to offer two

$1000 scholarships, one to an

undergraduate researcher and one to

a graduate researcher. The awards

went to Clint Carney of Utah State

University for his graduate project on

water banking, and Chloe Fender of

Westminster College for her work on

particulates in snow pack. Both

researchers will present updates on

their findings during the 2020 Great

Salt Lake Issues Forum, which will be

held May 6-8.

"Icebergs don't happen in Great Salt
Lake, save one. Before he left us
prematurely, we only got to see the
tip of Doyle Stephens' impact on the
work of almost every other Great
Salt Lake investigator."

Our Doyle W. Stephens Program

honors the late scientist by offering

annual scholarships in support of

Great Salt Lake research.

"Mirabilite Pouches" by Virginia Catherall 



ADVOCACY

Located next to a growing

metropolitan area, with a population

predicted to surpass 5 million people

by 2050, the ecological and economic

sustainability of Great Salt Lake poses

ongoing challenges. 

 

Advocating for Great Salt Lake’s

sustainable future is a full time job.

Developing effective programs, forging

effective partnerships, and

implementing effective intervention

strategies are key to achieving this

goal. 

 

During the 2018/2019 year, we've

continued to focus on addressing Great

Salt Lake's declining water levels,

advocating for water conservation

measures, including secondary water

metering and water banking,

while vigilantly monitoring proposed

development that stands to threaten

the Great Salt Lake Ecosystem. 

The Inland Port, sunsetting

restrictions of the trucks ban on

Legacy Parkway, the US Magnesium

Superfund site, and Promontory Point

Resource’s Class I landfill and

continuing attempts to obtain a Class

V permit so it can take out of state

waste, have been front and center to

our efforts.

 

Tracking legislation, encouraging

public participation in our advocacy

efforts, and hosting public meetings

to build awareness and protection for

the Lake are ongoing.

 

 

"While reasonable people can disagree
reasonably, there is nothing reasonable
about dumping toxic stew literally on the
shores of Great Salt Lake just so one
company can turn a profit." 
 
Lynn de Freitas re: Promontory Point
Resources' proposed landfill
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LOCAL WITH 
A GLOBAL
IMPACT

FRIENDS of Great Salt Lake continues to

champion Great Salt Lake's regional and

hemispheric significance. Along the Wasatch

Front, Great Salt Lake contributes to our most

pressing environmental and public health

issues: water quality, water quantity, and air

quality. A healthy Great Salt Lake is essential.

Hemispherically, Great Salt Lake remains

critical for hundreds of avian species.
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The lion's share of our income

comes directly from Individual

Contributions. Our members are

our donors and we couldn't

succeed without their generous

support. 

An annual membership with

FRIENDS is just $30—membership

perks include a subscription to our

quarterly newsletter, discounted

registration at our events, access to

a community of Lake lovers, and a

wellspring of Great Salt Lake

information.

FINANCIALS

Programs
69%

Fundraising
17%

Administrative
14%

Individual Contributions
55%

Foundation & Government Grants
25%

Corporate Grants
20%

Expenses

Income

A majority of our income goes

directly to support our Programs.

We have a goal to increase this

percentage to 80% during the

2019-2020 fiscal year.  

FRIENDS of Great Salt Lake is a

501c3 nonprofit and a member of

Utah Nonprofits Association (UNA).

We operate with a Donor Bill of

Rights, a Conflict of Interest Policy,

and adhere to UNA's Standards of

Ethics. 

Access to the last two years of our

IRS form 990 is on our website. 

FRIENDS  of  Great  Sal t  Lake
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Events, 21 of which were free

and open to the public

 22 264
Active Members

up 5.6% from 2017

up 15.5% from 2016

$10.5K
Scholarships and Grants Given

296
Unique Donors

FAST FACTS 



STAFF

FRIENDS of Great Salt Lake retains

three full time employees, one legal

professional, one part time employee,

and a seasonal Americorps Intern.

Executive Director, Lynn de Freitas has

been with the organization since its

inception in 1994. She spearheads

FRIENDS' advocacy work. Rob Dubuc

serves as General Counsel for FRIENDS

of Great Salt Lake. Membership &

Programs Director, Holly Simonsen, has

been with FRIENDS since 2013 when

she joined the volunteer effort to

launch the Alfred Lambourne Prize;

shortly thereafter she was hired as a

staff member. Education & Outreach

Director, Katie Newburn, was hired in

2019 to oversee our Lakeside Learning

field trips, summer camps, and

community outreach. Education

Coordinator, Mischa Ostberg, was hired

in 2019 to utilize her environmental

education expertise to facilitate our

Lakeside Learning field trips. Our

Americorps Intern is Sunny Rosendahl. 

FRIENDS  of  Great  Sal t  Lake
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BOARD DIRECTORS &
PARTNERS

FRIENDS of Great Salt Lake functions with a Board of Directors: Rose Smith,

President; Katie Pearce, Vice President; Janice Gardner, Secretary & Advocacy

Chair; Melissa Stamp, Arts & Sciences Chair; R. Jefre Hicks, Advocacy Committee;

Melissa Barbanell, US Magnesium TAG Committee; Gen Green, Advocacy

Committee; Ashley Kijowski, Arts & Sciences Committee; Chris Jackson-Jordan,

Advocacy Committee; Kristen Bonner, Education Chair; Joel Moore, Advocacy

Committee; Ryan Beam; Advocacy Committee.

FRIENDS of Great Salt Lake thanks the following Advisory Board members:

Robert Adler, Genevieve Atwood, James Carter, Luke Garrott, Steve Simms, 

Ella Sorenson, Terry Tempest Williams, Wayne Wurtsbaugh

Our Community Partners Include:

Autoliv, Ballard Miller Foundation, Cargill Salt, Community Foundation of Utah,

Compass Minerals, Stephen G. and Susan E. Denkers Family Foundation, 

Dented Brick Distillery, Great Salt Lake Audubon, Great Salt Lake Brine Shrimp

Cooperative, Inc., Laird Norton Foundation, Natural History Museum of Utah, 

The Nature Conservancy, Sorenson Community Campus, Sorenson Legacy

Foundation. University of Utah Youth Education, Utah Airboat Association, 

Utah Waterfowl Association, Utah Wetlands Foundation, Walbridge Foundation,

Wasatch Front Water Quality Council, XMission 



  

FRIENDS  of  Great  Salt  Lake  i s  a

501c3  nonprof i t  

Federal  ID  #87 -0527602

 

150  South  600  East ,  Ste .  5D

Salt  Lake  City ,  UT  84102

 

801 -583 -5593

www . fogsl .org

mai l@ fogsl .org

 

 

 

@FoGSL

@friendsofgreatsaltlake

@FoGSL


