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* Due to the jam-packedness of this issue, and the timeliness of the articles, Part-II of ‘Brief History’ will be post-poned.

Summer 2000 Calendar of Events

August 3 Thursday Board Meeting 7pm

Sept. 7  Thursday Board Meeting 7pm

Sept. 16  Saturday Cruise (p.11)

Sept. 26 Tuesday General Meeting 7pm

Oct. 5 Thursday Board Meeting 7pm

Oct. 24  Tuesday General Meeting 7pm, with guest Katrina Moser (on GSL geology)

Watch the local papers for announcements of speakers and topics at our General Meetings,
or call our hot-line at 801/583-5593, and press 1 for monthly activities.

NOTE: General Meetings are held at the Sugarhouse Garden Center, located in the northeast corner of Sugarhouse Park,
2100 South 1300 East in Salt Lake City. Board Meetings are held at the Salt Lake County Complex on State Street and 2100 South
in Salt Lake City. Room S3009

As the NEPA process continues on the proposed Legacy Highway
Please note the following:

Early July Final EIS (FEIS) to be mailed

Mid July FEIS available at most public libraries

Mid August Public hearing and information meeting on FEIS and 404 permit scheduled by
Army Corps (ACOE).

Late September FHWA issues Record of Decision (ROD) on purpose and need of highway.

Late November ACOE issues ROD on wetlands aspect of highway.

Cover: Brine Fly Pupae from Saltair dike by L. de Freitas.
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President’s Message:

Sprawl Costs Us All Including Great Salt Lake

t 10:15 PM, it was my turn to speak to the Salt Lake City Council. The topic for
A this part of the public hearing was the proposed Grand Mall; a massive sprawl induc-
ing mega mall at the intersection of 5600 West and I-80 next to the proposed Western
Legacy Highway corridor.

While there were a few who supported the mall, the majority of us waiting since 6 PM
that evening spoke against it. Common themes included the impacts this project would
have on the pulse of our downtown and existing businesses; induced automobile traffic

created by a retail development 40 blocks away from the nearest residential development;

the catalyst this mall would be to spawning another segment of the Legacy Highway, and
concerns about haphazard development (sprawl) near the south shore of Great Salt Lake.

Early in April, Friends invited members of Mayor Anderson’s staff and city council
to visit the Lake. This was a first visit for most of them. ( Read “..But Now I Am” by
Tom Rogan) Joined by National Audubon, Kennecott Utah Copper, and Salt Lake
International Airport, our goal was two-fold. We wanted to educate them about south
shore issues, that included ongoing mitigation and conservation projects, and we wanted
to make recommendations for them to consider as they decide how Salt Lake City
will develop.

We discussed conservation easements on additional lands surrounding all mitigation
areas to ensure that these areas will remain as open space and keep their upland/wetland
values in perpetuity. We commended them for their use of impact fees in the Northwest
Quadrant. We emphasized our clear opposition to any proposal for a roadway to Antelope
Island from the south. We agreed that there was the need for increased wildlife viewing
and recreation/education opportunities for people to better understand the Lake. We talked
about the Legacy Highway and its invitation to promote sprawl. And we talked about the
Grand Mall and its dysfunctional role in city planning efforts.

The council will make its decision on the Grand Mall sometime in August. There is
still time to express your concerns over the way we choose to build our City and the way
we choose to think about its relationship to Great Salt Lake.

On behalf of sustainable and responsible development,

Lynn de Freitas

PS. On May 24, Dr. Doyle W. Stephens died. As a scientist who championed a whole
lake perspective, Doyle was dedicated to his work on Great Salt Lake and always generous
in sharing it. As a friend, he was affable, sincere and fun to be around, and always had a
twinkle in his eye acknowledging the fullness of life. He is greatly missed.
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But Now I Am

By Tom Rogan
Salt Lake City Council Member

I wasn’t a ‘lake’ person, but now I am.

[ wasn’t a ‘wetlands’ person, but now I am.

Il wasn’t a ‘bird’ person, but now [ am.

I wasn’t aware, but now [ am.

Il wasn’t committed, but now I am.

pril 7, 2000, will not go down in history for this rea-

son; but on that day, I changed. For it was then that,
for the first time, I drove west of Salt Lake City on 1-80,
left my car, and experienced first hand what had previously
been for me a vast wasteland of nothingness - the Great
Salt Lake, its surrounding wetlands, its mysterious geology,
and its abundant bird population. Salt Lake City Mayor
Rocky Anderson’s assistant for environmental affairs, Juan
Arce-Larreta, had invited council members to pack a lunch
and participate in a tour of the Great Salt Lake’s south
shore. Council members Van Turner, Nancy Saxton and I
were able to make the trip. Joining us were representatives

of Friends of Great Salt Lake, National Audubon Society,

Kennecott, and the Salt Lake City International Airport.
['ll refrain from gushing, but I was impressed; and the
words ‘intriguing’, ‘magnificent’, and ‘serene’ linger among

my memories. For what’s at stake, there is no replace-
ment. As Ross Perot would say, “It’s as simple as that”.
We visited the Gillmor Bird Sanctuary and toured the
Inland Sea Shorebird Reserve. We counted some 39
species of birds. We connected. Now we must carry on.
People need to understand this part of our State, and
elected officials must experience what I have experienced.
Keep up the good work !
[ wasn’t a part of what you're trying to accomplish ,
but now [ am . %

Jon Cherry, KUCC; Christian Turner, Lynn deFreitas; Ann Neuille; Wayne Martinson; Van Turner; Ray McCandless, NW Quadrant (SLC)
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