FRIENDS of
Great Salt Lake

P.O. Box 2655, Salt Lake City, Utah 84110-2655 801/583-5593
mail@fogsl.org
Volume 6 Number 4 Fall 2000

The mission of Friends of Great Salt Lake is to preserve and protect the Great Salt Lake ecosystem and to increase
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Fall 2000 Calendar of Events

October 24  Tuesday General Meeting 7pm: Katrina Moser “Great Salt Lake: An Archive of the Past”

November 2 Thursday  Board Meeting 7pm

November 13  Monday Conference sponsored by the Utah Wetlands and Riparian Center-The Great Salt Lake:
Achieving a Sustainable Future (details on p. 12)

November 28  Tuesday General Meeting 7pm: Bonnie Baxter ‘Great Salt Lake Project: An Inquiry Approach to

Science Education’ (details on p. 11)

December 7 Thursday = Board Meeting

December No General Meeting

January 4 Thursday = Board Meeting

January 23 Tuesday General Meeting, tha

Watch the local papers for announcements of speakers and topics at our General Meetings, or call our hot-line at 801/583-5593,
and press 1 for monthly activities.

NOTE: General Meetings are held at the Sugarhouse Garden Center, located in the northeast corner of Sugarhouse Park, 2100 South

1300 East in Salt Lake City. Board Meetings are held at the Salt Lake County Complex on State Street and 2100 South in Salt Lake City.
Room S3009

Our apologies for the editing oversights in our Tribute to Doyle Stephens. Please note the following corrections:

Ted Amow came to Utah in 1961 as District Chief of the Ground-Water Branch of USGS Water Resources
Division. (The Division consisted of 3 branches, Ground-Water, Surface Water, and Water Quality). In 1965, the
branches were combined into one District office, and Arnow was put in charge of the hydrologic investigations part of
the District. In 1966, he was named District Chief of the combined office and held that office until he retired in 1986.
Joe Gates was not a USGS District Chief (1980-1994), but was chief of the Investigations Section of USGS and served
under Ted Armow. Gates retired from USGS in 1994.

Cowver: photo of Autumnal pickleweed by John P. George
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President’s Message:

Utah’s True Legacy: The Great Salt Lake Ecosystem

(Speech given at Legacy Highway Final Environmental Impact Statement and Army Corps of
Engineers 404 Wetlands Permit Public Hearing at Woods Cross High School August 23, 2000)

e all know that in the Great State of

Utah, wetlands make up only 1.5% of the
total land area, and that 75% of those wetlands
(over 500,000 acres) can be found in and along

the shores of Great Salt Lake.
We also know that Great Salt Lake and

its associated wetlands provide some of the
most important breeding and staging habitat
for significant populations of waterfowl, and
shorebirds, and other species in the Western
Hemisphere.

And we know that as a result of habitat
loss and degradation, populations of migratory
shorebirds have declined drastically in North
America during the last 100 years.

In Utah alone, the acreage of wetland
habitats declined from about 1.2 million in the
1950s to .5 million acres in 1974. And the
decline continues.

These are facts that we know to be true and
accurate.

In the FEIS, we have been told that in order
to preserve what remains of Great Salt Lake’s
wetlands, we must first build a highway that will
directly destroy 114 acres of them, as well as
damage an untold number indirectly.

The justification for this highway is a seri-
ously flawed travel model that totally ignores
future land use scenarios that could promote
more transit oriented development.

But wait! It comes with a Nature Preserve
that will manifest Utah’s true legacy of protect-
ing the wildlife and wetlands that are so impor-
tant to us.

And that we cannot have the Nature
Preserve without the Highway.

The Nature Preserve is shown in the
FEIS as a series of carefully striped shapes
which selectively define where preservation
will take place. |

[t was designed and justified by a HGM
model that hasn’t been tested or validated. And
it totally ignores the enormous value that Great
Salt Lake has for wildlife by excluding migratory
birds from its scope.

This kind of omission is consistent with
UDOTs failure to consider the full scope of the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act by brushing aside the
millions of shorebirds and waterfowl that rely
on this hemispherically important ecosystem.

Not only that, but the Nature Preserve will
not be immune from adjacent development on
the west side of the proposed highway.

In our analysis, this FEIS is profoundly
defective, conveniently and self-servingly defin-
ing where and how the Great Salt Lake ecosys-
tem will be considered.

[f we're serious about preserving the Great
Salt Lake ecosystem, and about solving the long
term transportation needs we are facing along
the Wasatch Front, then we should begin again.

This time,we should ask the right questions
and explore ALL of the options so that we can
demonstrate to our children and the world, that
we clearly understand what Utah’s true legacy is
all about.

[ urge the Army Corps of Engineers not to
permit the proposed Legacy Highway. Even by
any stretch of the imagination, it cannot be con-
sidered the least damaging practicable alternative.

Thank you.

Lynn de Freitas

Lake Fact:

Approximately how

many American white

pelicans nest each year

on Gunnison Island?
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Photo by Anna Weller

Antelope Island

By Garth Taylor, Manager of Antelope Island

hanks for the opportunity to address your organiza-

tion. When asked by Lynn, “What’s been happening
out on Antelope Island? I thought, “good question for
those who have a great interest in what’s been going on
and what might be in Antelope Island’s future”. Can |
put these thoughts in a few words? No way, because this
park never stops dealing with a constant barrage of spe-
cial interests. There are so many different diverse groups
that just love Antelope Island. How do we manage for a
wide spectrum of use and still maintain the quality expe-
rience visitors expect?! It’s a big juggling act to balance
access with preservation. I'll try to be specific and touch
on a few of the past highlights and what the future holds
for Antelope Island.

This past year has been full of personnel change.
The division has taken a hard look at how we handle the
public and specialization is in our future. We've had a
few positions turn over and had the opportunity to hire a
naturalist, a curator, and a biologist for particular pro-
grams. Jill Rudman is programming and hosting natural-
ist interpretive type programs at the Visitor Center. This
past spring the park had over 11,000 students out to learn
about Great Salt Lake and Antelope Island ecology and
history. Chalae Cox is programming and hosting inter-
pretive type programs at the Historic Garr Ranch. Since
the opening of the east side road April 1, 2000 the ranch
has seen visitation of over 50,000 visitors. The ranch
offers a self guided experience of three different thematic
loops: domestic, nature/wetlands, and agricultural.
Opening the east side corridor was exciting for the park
but at the same time threatening to delicate natural and
cultural resources. A planning team was assembled to

develop strategies and put in place safeguards to preserve
these resources. Steve Bates has been working closely
with many professionals to address wildlife, range, and
habitat issues. He has been very busy with the mule deer
proposal, as you can imagine. He is also working with
our Wildlife Technical Committee to update the Wildlife
Management Plan.

The past year has been full of park change. The east
side of the island has been opened to the public as men-
tioned above. The new 11-mile road and trail lead to the
Historic Fielding Garr Ranch. This is a narrow passage
through delicate resources and is managed accordingly.
The road and trail provide opportunities to view wildlife
and the scenic beauty of a large portion of the island. If
you remember, park visitors were only allowed access on
the northern 2000 acres and the west side backcountry
trails previous to this opening. This new corridor has
provided greater access and opportunities for the public
to enjoy and experience Antelope but has also created
new challenges for park management. There are several
interpretive pull-outs along the road, including: 1) Great
Salt Lake Valley - A Place No One Wanted; 2) Fire
Ecology; 3) Hollywood Comes to Antelope Island; 5)
Springs and Wetlands; 6) Utah Silk Industry; and 7)
Return of Native Grasslands. The ranch has been very
popular and some special events will be planned for next
summer. Also, with the development and opening of the
ranch, a Fremont Indian camp was discovered near
Mushroom Springs, just west of the ranch. A recent
archeological dig was conducted and the cultural artifacts
discovered indicate a temporary camp between 1,000 to
1,200 years old. This dig was advertised and the public
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