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The mission of Friends of Great Salt Lake is to preserve and protect the Great Salt Lake ecosystem and to increase
public awareness and appreciation of the Lake through education, research, and advocacy.
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Doyle W. Stephens Research Assistance Scholarship

Friends of Great Salt Lake has established a fund in memory of Doyle W. Stephens, one of the
finest scientists dedicated to understanding Great Salt Lake and its systems. Income from the
fund, administered by the FOGSL research committee, will be awarded to supplement under-
graduate and graduate level research projects that are investigating Great Salt Lake systems.

We need your help building the fund. Please send your check to payable to Friends of Great Salt
Lake indicating that it is a contribution for the Doyle W. Stephens research assistance scholar-
ship. When developed, guidelines for the scholarship will be posted on our website and appear
in subsequent newsletters. Thank you!

Summer 2001 Calendar of Events

September 6 Thursday  Board Meeting 7 PM
September 15 Saturday  Great Salt Lake Cruise (see info on page 4)
September 25 Tuesday General Meeting 7 PM - Sue Thiros and Kidd Waddell
The Great Salt Lake Basin’s National Water Quality Assessment (NAWQA) Study (see page 7)
October 4 Thursday  Board Meeting 7 PM
October 23 Tuesday General Membership Meeting/Elections 7PM

November 1 Thursday Board Meeting 7 PM
November 27 Tuesday General Meeting 7 PM - Dr. Bryan Brown, Ornithologist, will be presenting

Watch the local papers for announcements of speakers and topics at our General Meetings, or call our hot-line at 801/583-5593,
and press 1 for monthly activities. NOTE: General Meetings are held at the Sugarhouse Garden Center, located in the northeast corner
of Sugarhouse Park, 2100 South 1300 East in Salt Lake City. Board Meetings are held at the Salt Lake County Complex on State Street and
2100 South in Salt Lake City. Room S3009

Cover: Buffalo Point, Antelope Island painting by Dale Bryner
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President’s Message:
The Gift of Enlightenment

We live along the Great Salt Lake, one of the most extraordinary natural features in North America.

[ do not believe we, as a community, have honored its rarity. Our lack of intimacy toward this inland

sea is not out of neglect, but of ignorance. We do not know the nature of this vast body of water that
sparkles and sings. If we did, the shores of the Great Salt Lake would look different.

— lerry Tempest Williams, FOGSL Advisory Board

string of educational pearls is forming along

Great Salt Lake’s shores. These pearls of
enlightenment will provide opportunities for all
of us to become better acquainted with our big,

salty neighbor.

The Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge, Farm-
ington Bay, TNC’s Layton Wetlands Preserve,
and Kennecott Utah Copper’s Inland Sea Shore-
bird Reserve, among others, will soon be places
where residents and visitors to the state can
discover the significance of wetlands, the impor-
tance of fluctuating lake levels, and the impacts
of increasing urbanization on an ecosystem that

deserves wise decisions about its future.

In keeping with this, on June 20th, Friends
submitted a proposal to the Division of Forestry,
Fire and State Lands to lease 1.25 miles of
sovereign land on the south shoreline beach area
of Great Salt Lake. The property lies between
the “new” Saltair and the old Saltair dike. With
access from the [-80 frontage road, it’s close to
the population centers in the Salt Lake and
Tooele Valleys. The shoreline exhibits wonderful
examples of the successional stages of vegetation
development and excellent views of the old Lake
Bonneville shorelines. And the historic Saltair
dike holds many secrets about past Lake activities

and provides a delicious opportunity for people

to leave the shore and move out into the lake.

Our proposal received strong endorsement by
a number of other organizations that are eager
to see an education center established there.
Westminster College, Utah Society for Environ-
mental Education, National Audubon, The
Nature Conservancy of Utah and the University
of Utah Museum of Natural History already use
that venue for workshops and field trips.

[t our proposal is accepted, we will begin work-
ing cooperatively with our neighbors along the
south shore. We all know the need to increase
our appreciation and awareness of the Lake.
Adding another pearl of enlightenment will be

a great step in that direction.

Yours in saline,

Lynn de Freitas

| Lake Fact:

How long do adult brine

flies live?
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Join Friends of Great Salt Lake for

The 2001 Great Salt Lake Cruise

Ranked ‘The Best Lake Tour’ by Salt Lake City Weekly

Cc}me join Friends for our annual charter cruise of the Great Salt Lake , Saturday, September 15, 2001 from

9:30 AM to 3:00 PM. The cruise is a great adventure for first time visitors as well as regular lake enthusiasts.

Enjoy stunning vistas as the Island Serenade passes through the islands of the Gilbert Bay area offering a rare side

of GSL few people ever get to experience. The day offers opportunities to meet and visit with lake experts about

its unique aspects as well as witness its raw beauty first hand.

Qur cruise is with Salt Island Adventures on the 65 foot Island Serenade excursion liner. The boat offers comfort-

able seating, as needed heated or air conditioned main deck, and large vista windows. Open-air areas on the bow,

aft, and upper decks allow a unique lake experience. The cruise round trip departs from the Great Salt Lake State

Park Marina.

COST:
$35 for Friends of Great Salt Lake members

$55 for non-members (this includes a one-year
membership)
$35 for each additional person in household

RESERVATIONS:
To reserve your space, send your check by September

5th 2001 to:

Lake Cruise

Friends of Great Salt Lake

P.O. Box 2655

Salt Lake City, UT 84110-2655
(make checks payable to FOGSL)

This tour is a very popular Friends of Great Salt Lake
event and fills up very quickly. Reservations are made
on a first come first serve basis, so plan early.

DIRECTIONS:

Take Interstate 80 to the Saltair Exit (approximately
15 miles west of Salt Lake City). Turn Left on the
frontage road and follow the paved road to the marina.
The Island Serenade is docked at the farthest end of the

parking lot.

LUNCH:

Remember to bring a sack lunch, and water. There will
be a cash bar for juices, soft drinks, and alcoholic bever-
ages. No coolers, please.

DON’T FORGET:

Binoculars, field guides, sun protection, and sack lunch.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Call FOGSL’s activities hotline at (801)583-5593
Ext.1 or check out the FOGSL website at www.fogsl.org
Sponsored in part by Salt Island Adventures

PHOTO BY L. DE FREITAS

Don Paul “prepared for action” during a May field trip
to Gunnison Island.
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Ecosystem Services

and Great Salt Lake

By Robert W. Adler

In her preface to Nature’s Services, Societal Dependence

on Natural Ecosystems, Stanford ecologist Gretchen Daily
wrote of the “near total lack of public appreciation of
societal dependence upon natural ecosystems.” “This
ignorance,” she continued, “represents but one of a complex
of interacting factors responsible for today’s array of anthro-
pocentric disruptions of the biosphere” (Daily 1997). In
others words, we often destroy what we don’t understand.

The quote reminded me of the reaction of a colleague to
a slide show I gave at a law school brown bag lunch several
years ago. The slides (courtesy of Friends of Great Salt
Lake Advisory Board member Ella Sorenson) featured the
remarkable bird life Great Salt Lake. My colleague was
born and raised in Salt Lake City, and has spent most of his
life here. Astonished by what he had seen, he told me that
he had been to the lake exactly twice (not counting fleet-
ing glimpses from the interstate), and only for the novelty
of floating in the brines. For the lake's biological treasures
he had a “near total lack of appreciation.”

Earlier this summer I gave a short presentation on
“Ecosystem Services and Great Salt Lake.” Although I had
written (e.g., Adler 1999) and spoken extensively about
the need to protect Great Salt Lake and its watershed, in
large part based on its remarkable biological treasures, my
view of the lake through this new lens was revealing. By
cataloguing the ecosystem services provided by Great Salt
Lake-even in a very preliminary way-I developed an even
greater appreciation of what the lake does for us, and why
it deserves better protection.

What Are Ecosystem Services (and Goods)?
Daily defines ecosystem services as:

.. the conditions and processes through which natural
ecosystems, and the species that make them up, sustain and
fulfill human life. They maintain biodiversity and the pro-
duction of ecosystem goods, such as seafood, forage, timber,
biomass fuels, natural fiber, and many pharmaceuticals,
industrial products, and their precursors. ... In addition to
the production of goods, ecosystem services are the actual
life-support functions, such as cleansing, recycling, and
renewal, and they confer many intangible aesthetic and cul-
tural benefits as well.

Examples of ecosystem services include “purifying air and
water, detoxifying and decomposing waste, renewing soil
fertility, regulating climate, mitigating droughts and floods,

controlling pests, and pollinating plants.” (Salzman, et al.
2001) In the public dialogue about environmental issues
we often focus on ecosystem goods to the exclusion of ecosys-
tem services. Both, of course, are important in our overall
accounting of natural resources and their values.

For better or for worse, economists have begun to trans-
late ecosystem goods and services into economic terms.
In a pioneering but controversial effort, economist Robert
Costanza and colleagues estimated the economic value
of the earth’s ecosystem services at $33 trillion per year
(with a confidence interval of $16 trillion to $54 trillion).
(Costanza et al. 1997; critiqued in Pearce 1998) While
any effort to translate ecosystem value to monetary value is
necessarily difficult, these researchers clearly did not intend
to suggest that their estimates were “correct” as opposed
to indicative. And some natural resource economists prop-
erly advise us that traditional methods of economics ignore
the value of this “natural capital” in measuring human
well-being. (Repetto 1990). Likewise, the values of Great
Salt Lake cannot be converted into monetary terms with
any degree of precision, and any such effort misses intangi-
ble and intrinsic “values” that are impossible to quantify.
Nevertheless, an effort to identify those services, goods, and
their values is useful to the public discourse about the lake
and its future.

The Ecosystem Services (and Goods)
of Great Salt Lake

Historically, our realization that Great Salt Lake provides
any ecosystem services came slowly. “No living thing of
any kind lives in the lake,” reported Scientific American in
1861. Prominent Great Salt Lake historian Dale Morgan
wrote that “Great Salt Lake is an ironical joke of nature-
water that is itself more desert than a desert.” (Morgan
1947) Even Wallace Stegner got it wrong when he wrote
that the lake “provides not a single oasis; it offers little
recreation or refreshment” (Stegner 1957). Now, thanks
to Friends of Great Salt Lake and others, we are developing
a much better appreciation of what the lake offers.

Of course, even to this day many people would probably
say that what the lake has to offer is salt. As a provider
of this traditional economic good, the lake does provide us
significant service. Because it is a closed basin, Great Salt

continues p. 9
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