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The mission of FRIENDS of Great Salt Lake is to preserve and protect the Great Salt Lake ecosystem and to increase
public awareness and appreciation of the lake through education, research, and advocacy.
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Fall 2001 Calendar of Events

September 25 Tuesday General Meeting 7 PM - Sue Thiros and Kidd Waddell
The Great Salt Lake Basins National Water Quality Assessment (NAWQA) Study

October 4 Thursday  Board Meeting 7 PM

October 13 Saturday = FRIENDS Lake Seminar Series: Dr. Donald R. Currey presents “Anthropogenic versus
geomorphologic landmarks around the lake” (see page 7)

October 23 Tuesday General Membership Meeting/Elections and Farewell to
Our Barbara L. Tanner Fellow: Sander Lazar 7PM

November 1 Thursday Board Meeting 7 PM

November 27 Tuesday General Meeting 7 PM - Dr. Bryan Brown, Ornithologist, will be presenting (see page 13)

December 6 Thursday Board Meeting 7 PM

December No General Meeting

Watch the local papers for announcements of speakers and topics at our General Meetings, or call our hot-line at 801/583-5593,

and press 1 for monthly activities. NOTE: General Meetings are held at the Sugarhouse Garden Center, located in the northeast corner
of Sugarhouse Park, 2100 South 1300 East in Salt Lake City. Board Meetings are held at the Salt Lake County Complex on State Street and
2100 South in Salt Lake City. Room S3009

Special Thanks

to the JEPS Foundation for their generous donation to help
us continue our work with The Lake Affect program.

Cower: Bird Refuge, Brisham City photograph by Bruce Proctor
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President’s Message:
Decision Denies Plaintiffs’ Requests But Questions
Accuracy of EIS Facts and Analysis

“Some plaintiffs seek a broader vision from the decision makers and, indeed, a broader overlook of the
whole geographic area may have been wise. Without vision, the people perish.”

tahns for Better Transportation (UBeT),
Mayor Rocky Anderson, and the Sierra
Club presented their oral arguments against the
proposed Legacy Highway in the federal district
court on July 26th and 27th. Judge Bruce S.

Jenkins was presiding.
As plaintiffs, we asked the Court to vacate the

Records of Decision that the Army Corps of Engi-
neers and Federal Highway Administration had
issued to allow wetlands to be filled and the high-
way to be constructed. We also asked the Court
to remand the Environmental Impact Statement
because the NEPA (National Environmental
Policy Act) process was flawed and incomplete.

We argued that the agencies had failed to look
at all the alternatives. They failed to consider the
D&RG railroad alignment which would have
impacted fewer wetlands. And they failed to con-
sider a robust transit alternative as the initial step
in addressing the transportation needs of Davis
County. We argued that the agencies didn’t take a
hard enough look at all environmental conse-
quences of the proposed actions and chose not to
respond adequately to critical public comments
made during the process. The model that they used
to determine wetland value and damage and the
modeling used for future traffic needs and behav-
iors demonstrated the agencies’ failure to use the
best available scientific information in their deci-
sion to endorse Legacy.

“We live in a dynamic world. Change is endem-
ic. Some of the information used in the decision-

making process has aged significantly even though

— District Court Judge Bruce S. Jenkins
in his written decision on the Legacy Highway,

August11, 2001

reasonably accurate at the time of the information-
gathering process which resulted in the final EIS.
The proposal process has extended over the last
five years. Some of the information currently is just
plain wrong given the change of circumstances
brought about by the passage of time-such as the
figures on mass transit. Other information doesn’t
add up, such as the EIS estimates on carbon
monoxide. As to the carbon monoxide estimates,
the mathematics by definition needs to be consis-
tent.” — Judge Bruce S. Jenkins

Despite appearing sympathetic to our arguments,
Judge Jenkins ruled against us on all counts. We
will appeal his decision at the 10th Circuit Court
of Appeals in Denver. We will also file a motion
to stay any construction on the highway until a
decision on our appeal is made.

More highlights of the decision are on the UBeT
website: www.utahnsforbettertransportation.org.
Your participation and support, financially and
intellectually has made our legal campaign possible
so far. Please assure others who think that Legacy
is a “done deal” that there is still another hurdle it
must clear. Our job is to make that hurdle as high

as possible. I think we will succeed.

Lake Fact:

Only 1% of the state’s total

Yours in saline,

land area is wetlands.
What percent of Utah’s

wetlands can be found in

Lynn de Freitas

and along the shores of
Great Salt Lake?
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FRIENDS of Great Salt Lake

F RIENDS of Great Salt Lake was founded in 1994 with

a guiding mission to preserve and protect the Great
Salt Lake Ecosystem and to increase public awareness and
appreciation of the lake through education, research,
and advocacy.

Led by a highly active Board of Directors and an Advi-
sory Board consisting of professionals in the scientific,
volitical, literary, and broadcast communities, FRIENDS

holds monthly meetings that feature guest speakers and

bresentations focusing on subjects and issues related to
the Great Salt Lake. The organization received special
recognition for its efforts in 1998, when it was awarded
the Conservation Achievement Award by the Utah
Chapter of the Wildlife Society.

FRIENDS has organized and sponsored an array of materi-
als, events, and activities in pursuit of its mission. The
quarterly newsletter includes information on important
meetings and activities, articles pertaining to lake ecology,
issues updates, maps, data tables, photographs, and future
events notices.

We also sponsor a biennial Great Salt Lake Issues

Forum, which provides a gathering for local citizens who

care about Great Salt Lake. The goal of the Forum is to
encourage constructive dialogue about the future of the
lake’s ecosystem and its resources, and to illuminate

the complexities involved in research, management and
planning for the lake.

In 1997, FRIENDS hired its first education director and
initiated a major regional education project designed to
enhance both the knowledge about and care for the future
of Great Salt Lake. With that goal, a live-narrative
slideshow program, entitled The Lake Affect: Living together
along the shores of something Great, was born. Audiences
have included Envision Utah, the Utah Department of
Natural Resources, and the Salt Lake Olympic Committee’s
Environmental Advisory Committee,along with numerous
school and civic groups.

In an effort to reach even more citizens with its message
about Great Salt Lake, FRIENDS has produced a video version
of The Lake Affect. With this video and the Project SLICE
fourth grade Great Salt Lake curriculum, we hope to
achieve a positive, long-lasting impact on the future of

Great Salt Lake, and those who dwell upon its shores. %

Land and Water Fund of the Rockies

The Land and Water Fund of the Rockies (LAW

Fund) is a non-profit law and policy center that uses
law, economics, and policy analysis to protect land and
water resources, protect essential habitats for plants and
animals, and assure that energy demands are met in
environmentally sound and sustainable ways.

The Director of the Utah Office, Joro Walker, has
been one of the attorneys working on the Legacy high-

way lawsuit. The LAW Fund may also be working with

FRIENDS in the future. As we all know, there are always
new threats to the Great Salt Lake Ecosystem, such

as water development proposals on the Bear River.

For further information about the work of the LAW

Fund, please visit www.lawfund.org

or contact Joro Walker, 1473 South 1100 East,
Suite F, Salt Lake City, Utah 84105, 801/487-9911,

utah@lawfund.org.
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One Year in Perspective

By Sander Lazar

he Barbara Tanner Fellowship, which has enabled me to work full-time with

FRIENDS of Great Salt Lake, lasts for one year, and that one year ends on October 4,
2001. The new fellow, James Seaman, has already started his year with the U of U
pro-bono program.

'll be leaving with great memories and the knowledge that I precipitated the
fruition of some long-term FRIENDS goals, particularly development of the SLICE
program. My duties were highly varied, and changed from month to month. The
challenges placed before me were very often completely novel, and this kept me on
my toes.

A large portion of my duties was taking on certain SLICE responsibilities that
enabled Bruce Thompson, our Education Director, to further focus on major FRIENDS
goals. Presenting The Lake Affect slide show took me all over the region, from Logan
to Draper, Tooele to Park City. I presented to nearly 2,000 Utahns, mostly school
children. I conducted twenty Lakeside Learning field trips, and now the woman who
operates the entrance gate at Antelope Island and I are on a first-name basis (oh

yeah).

[ started the year with expanding the Speakers Network. This is a network of
people whose jobs bring them in close contact with the Great Salt Lake. The list
is currently available to SLICE teachers, for them to invite the speakers to their
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fourth grade classes. I brought the list of speakers from fifteen to fifty-four.

In addition, I did a great deal of book research on Great Salt Lake birds to put
together an informational handout for the general public. I've also compiled information
about Great Salt Lake odors so that FRIENDS has a ready response for those inquiring
about the odor’s source. [ also had the privilege to arrange the recording of Whittier
Elementary fourth graders singing the ‘Great Salt Lake Bird Song’ for the video, and
helped with other various video tasks. This, and all the hundreds of smaller tasks that
randomly rise to the surface filled my time.

[t's been an honor to work with everyone at FRIENDS. The depth of caring and
expertise that I encountered in my work was inspirational. Thank you all for the
companionship and for all you do for the lake. Keep up the great work! %
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A visit to Gunnison Island to count pelicans, May 2001. Pelicans on Gunnison Island
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