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The mission of Friends of Great Salt Lake is to preserve and protect the Great Salt Lake ecosystem
and to increase public awareness and appreciation of the Lake through education, research, and advocacy.
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FGSL Menbers:

Just a note to make sure you have put in your renewal
for 1997. FGSL has a lot of activities planned for the
year - please continue your support. Some activities
which are in the works are:

» Antelope Island camp out and workshop
e another Lake cruise,

o monthly meetings with speakers,

o field trips, and

e another GSL Auto Tour.

You will also continue to receive quarterly newsletters
and monthly fliers with information about the Lake and
Club activities.

In addition FGSL is also hiring an Education Director.
The Education Director will produce a slide show about
the Lake ecology and present it in communities by the
Lake. This will distribute much important information to
the public. In addition FGSL has a research committee
which is working on a Great Salt Lake bibliography. An
Issues committee monitors political and industrial activity
which concerns the Lake and acts as an advocate on be-
half of the Lake. Our very own home page on the World
Wide Web is being created. See it at
http://www.xmission.com/~fogsl

We thank you for your continued support of these
worthwhile activities.
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My Great Salt Lake

The following song was sung by Lynn de Freitas at the October General Meet-
ing. The original song is actually a song about the Garden State. New Jersey.
Lynn changed the lyrics to pay tribute to Great Salt Lake.
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My Great Salt Lake,

I love to sing sweet songs of thee~
shwimps and mountaing
Birds and Reeds
ol joinv inv Howrmonvy.

My Great Salt Lake
I'W sing her praise for evermore
I want to live and die
in Salt Lake City
onthe Great Salt Lake Shove.

The songwriter will be glad to sing the song (words and
music) to any new or renewing member of Friends.
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Coming Attractions

Wasatch Front Forum

March Wasatch Front Forum to be Sponsored by Friends of Great Salt Lake:

“Great Salt Lake Brine Shrimp: Ecological and Economic Niches”
Friends of Great Salt Lake (FGSL) will sponsor a Wasatch Front Forum on Tuesday, March 11, 1997. The Wasatch Front Forum,
organized by Save Our Canyons, provides an opportunity for the public to become more familiar with matters of significance. The
topic for which FGSL will facilitate a forum is the compatibility of economic and ecological uses of the Great Salt Lake’s brine
shrimp population. Brine shrimp fill a big niche in the Great Salt Lake food web and are an essential food source for a number of
bird species which use the Great Salt Lake ecosystem. The harvesting of brine shrimp cysts (eggs) is a booming, multi-million dol-
lar industry. The Utah Division of Wildlife Resources closed the 1996-1997 harvest season over two months early so that this sea-
son’s harvest would not exceed the record harvest of last scason. On-going research is trying to determine what is a sustainable har-
vest level.

Panel members participating in the forum will represent the following sectors: regulatory, industry, academic, and environmental
interests. They are:

Clay Perschon, Great Salt Lake Project Leader for the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources

Don Leonard, President of the Utah Artemia Association, a trade group representing harvesters

Wayne Wurtsbaugh, Professor in the Fisheries and Wildlife Department, Utah State University

Ella Sorensen, Project Officer, National Audubon Society

Some points of discussion will be:
How is the brine shrimp industry regulated and how is it coping with current growth?
Which bird species depend on brine shrimp and what can we do to ensure their need is met?
How do ‘e determine a “sustainable” brine shrimp harvest?

What other questions should we be asking so that we can manage harvesting so that it does not impact lake ecology? Please join us
on Tuesday. March 11, 1997 at 7:00 p.m. at the First Unitarian Church on 569 South 1300 East in Salt Lake City. There will be an
opportunity for audience questions. Refreshments will be served after the Forum ends.

We need volunteers to help make this event successful! If you are interested, please call Howard Gross at 486-4565 (h) or
322-4307 (W).
Other Coming Attractions
e Great Salt Lake Auto Tour
e Antelope Island Workshop - May 2-4
e Great Salt Lake Cruise

We mailed membership renewal notices out in November. If you have not already sent in your renewal, please do so very
soon. We plan on doing a second notice mailing, so if you renew before then, you’ll save us time, postage, and paper. For those who
have renewed already, thanks very much. It is with your continued support that FGSL can grow and better achieve our goals.
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Field Notes

Joel Peterson

The deepest cold snap of the year (so far) has hit as I write
these notes and everything appears frozen in time. Winter is
a great time for field trips to look for animal tracks in the
snow, watch the resident birds, or attempt to identify leafless
trees or dried annual stalks of plants. But today I'm avoiding
the cold and staying inside to take a field trip to the Chesa-
peake Bay (in cyber space, on the Internet).

I'm visiting the Chesapeake Bay because there are several
similarities between the Bay and the Great Salt Lake: both
arc relatively shallow bodies of saline water, both are large
and are bordered by many jurisdictions, and both ecosystems
are sensitive to long-term trends of physical alteration and
pollution.

Chesapeake Bay is returning from a near "death by many
cuts" only through the cooperation between many entities.
Organizations centered around protection and restoration of
the Bay have found success by working as members of a
community.

In my computer wanderings I found a signpost for many
Chesapeake Bay sites, the Chesapeake Bay Information Net-
work (CBIN) at http://www.chesapeake.org. It serves as a
gateway or first stop for information on the Chesapeake Bay.
From here, information can be accessed from servers in gov-
ernments and educational institutions in Pennsylvania,
Maryland, and Virginia.

This site directs the traveler to federal and state programs,
Chesapeake research, citizen access, and a researcher's di-
rectory. The largest federal agency involved is the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (http://www.epa.gov/r3chespk),
although from a glitch of some sort, I was unable to access
much of the information on their server. '

The Chesapeake Research selection took me to George Mason
University's BIOS server (a Basin-wide Information On-line
Service) at http://web.gmu.edu/bios. This Internet site is the
most organized and comprehensive. It is packed with infor-
mation about Chesapeake Bay organizations and local agen-
cies, hypertextbooks (that's a new word for the 90's), fact
sheets, white papers, events and activities about the Chesa-
peake Bay.

The BIOS project provides on-line public-access to informa-
tion from groups who adopt, monitor, and protect watersheds
around the Bay. The information "exchangeability" enhances
cooperative efforts between environmental organizations,
community groups, and area governments.

The lead environmental group in the region is the Alliance
for the Chesapeake Bay. The Alliance has worked for more
than two decades throughout the Chesapeake Bay's 64,000
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square mile watershed to educate citizens about the impor-
tance of the Bay, its problems, and the role of the individual
in the solutions. "We have - above all else - tried to build a
constituency of people who share a common desire to restore
this precious natural resource. The Alliance for the Chesa-
peake Bay is committed to the belief that dialogue leads to
solutions and that conflicts can be resolved by consensus-
building."

What we can learn from this? Initially, we can say that al-
though much of what is on the Internet is incomplete, irrele-
vant, or garbage, there is some good information out there!
However, the important aspect of these field notes is not to
discuss the Internet but to demonstrate the effectiveness of
partnering to find long-term, 'wide-spread' solutions to envi-
ronmental problems. On the Chesapeake Bay, the partners
appear to already be operating under the assumption that the
Bay is something worth restoring and are operating under
common guidelines to achieve that goal. This is a point
which we may have not yet reached with the Great Salt Lake,
at least with the clarity that is necessary to succeed, but we
are getting closer.

Equally significant, the efforts that so many are making to
restore the Chesapeake Bay highlights the importance of the
individual when trying to make changes. Each and every one
of us plays a part in making the decision to be a good stew-
ards of the lake. We all need to develop an understanding of
how our individual behavior will help or hurt the lake. There
is a quote on the BIOS server I've mentioned above which
reflects on the future of Chesapeake Bay:

"when we see the land as a community to which we be-
long, we may begin to use it with love and respect",
Aldo Leopold, 1945.

If the weather is keeping you inside this winter, you may
choose to grab something warm to drink, relax next to the
warm glow of your computer monitor and tele-travel to in-
formation sites about our beautiful world. While you're there,
keep an eye open for our conservation partners.

NOTE: You can also find Internet sites which provide vari-
ous information about the Great Salt Lake. You may have to
try several search engines to find them. Friends of Great Salt
Lake is also in the planning stages of an Internet site. Our
purpose is to add this media to more effectively distribute
information about the lake and to provide information to a
wider audience. See the FGSL home page at
http://www.xmission.com/~fogsl



Job Announcement
FGSL Education Director

Summary Description:

Friends of the Great Salt Lake (FGSL) is a non-profit
grass roots organization that was established in 1994 to
help preserve and protect the Great Salt Lake ecosys-
tem and to increase public awareness and appreciation
of the Lake through education, research, and advocacy.
Activities sponsored by FGSL include monthly public
meetings with speakers, field trips, and special pro-
grams such as the Great Salt Lake Issues Forum.

FGSL is seeking an Education Director to produce and
present a slide show on the Great Salt Lake. This slide
show will be used to help change public perception of
the Lake, and motivate people to speak out and work for
protection of the Lake and its unique and ecologically
important resources.

The Education Director will report to the Board of Di-
rectors of Friends of the Great Salt Lake. The position
requires travel to communities bordering the Lake. This
is a 10 month half time contract position, without bene-
fits, from February through December 1997.

Duties include

e production of a slide show focusing on the ecology
of Great Salt Lake and issues surrounding the
greater Great Salt Lake ecosystem

e recruitment, training, and supervision of volunteers
to help present the slide show

e scheduling slide show presentations

e delivery of the slide show to at least 50 community
organizations, agencies, schools, clubs, etc., around
the Lake
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e survey of existing Great Salt Lake education and
information materials

e preparation of needed supplementary education and
information materials

e attendance at all FGSL public meetings and board
meetings

e working with the Issues committee to compile cur-
rent, accurate information about issues concerning
the Great Salt Lake

Qualifications

e previous experience in the development and pres-
entation of educational slide shows

e ability to work without close supervision
e excellent written and oral communication skills
o ability to handle multiple tasks and meet deadlines

e ability to work effectively with diverse groups of
people

Compensation Range - $1,000 to $1,375 / month (half

time)

For more information, call:

Joel Peterson (801) 485-2394

To apply, please send a letter of interest, resume, and
the names, addresses, and current phone numbers of
three references to: Friends of Great Salt Lake PO
Box 2655, Salt Lake City, Utah 84110-2655

Application Deadline: January 10, 1997 5:00 pm.






