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The mission of Friends of Great Salt Lake is to preserve and protect the Great Salt Lake ecosystem
and to increase public awareness and appreciation of the Lake through education, research, and advocacy.
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Calendar
August 6, Board Meeting 7 pm
Thursday
August 14, 7:15 pm, Rose Wagner Performing Arts Center - Thank You Gala for
Friday “The Lake Affect” with Repertory Dance Theatre
September 3, Board Meeting 7 pm
Thursday
September 12, Cruise - all day cruise on the Great Salt Lake
Saturday
September 22, (GGeneral Meeting 7 pm, “Linking Communities, Migratory Birds and
Tuesday Wetlands" Don Paul and Vicki Roy.
October 1 Board Meeting 7 pm
Thursday
October 3, Adopt-A-Highway cleanup
Saturday
October 27, General Meeting: Election of 1999 board
Tuesday

NOTE: General Meetings are held at the Sugarhouse Garden Center, Located in Sugarhouse Park next to
Highland High School. Board meetings are held at the Salt Lake County complex on 2100 S. State St., Room
S3009 (South Bldg.) All members are encouraged and welcome to attend.
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President's Message

Last January, I arrived for a Friends board meeting at “our room” in the County Complex. There was already
a meeting in progress. I dashed off to find the security guard, who had the schedule to resolve the conflict. Af-
ter some doing (it’s not easy to locate one man in a building that big) I found him. According to his list, a new
schedule was in place, and now Friends of Great Salt Lake was displaced. ‘Now, just give me a minute, he
said, as he scanned his room roster. “Afterall, we should be able to make room for the Great Salt Lake.
shouldn’t we?” I was touched by the innocence of his comment, and stunned over 1ts irony.

In the fray over “who wants the alignment where”, the issue begs many questions. Why would we want a
highway that creates such harm to the Lake’s ecosystem? How could such a thing possibly “protect” the wet-
lands by first destroying at least 160 acres of them for its own construction? Why would we want to spend
money on a transportation idea that ultimately “dead ends™ in its return on mvestment to the residents along
the Wasatch Front? By its very nature, this project dictates damage to wetlands, farmlands and open space,
regardless of which alignment is selected. In the big picture of things, because of its 1mpacts on the Great Salt
Lake ecosystem, the proposed Legacy West Davis highway is no longer just a local issue; it's a global one.

Brooks Carter, in his infinite wisdom as Chief Regulatory Officer for the Army Corps of Engineers working to
support the 404 (b)(1)Guidelines of the Clean Water Act. informally rejected the locally preferred ahgnment C
because of the number of wetlands impacted by this route. As a result, UDOT plans to appeal to the national

leaders of the Corps and congressional leaders. As predicted, the level of involvement and controversy has es-
calated, and that's where you come in. THE LAKE NEEDS YOUR HELP.

[t's letter time, once again, on behalf of the Lake. Please express your opinions about why we need better an-
swers to our transportation needs than just another highway. Emphasize the importance of Great Salt Lake as
a vital component in the Western Hemispheric Shorebird Reserve Network. We can do a lot better 1n planning
for the future and protecting those values we hold dear by integrating alternative transportation systems with
sound land use planning. You'll find good information on our web site at www.xmission.com/~fogsl to help you
compose your thoughts. Write to Mr. Michael Davis. He is the next level of authority of the Army Corps, and
we need to get his attention on this matter. Please send a copy of your letter to me. I'd like to see 1t.

Write to: Michael Davis

Assistant Deputy Secretary of Civil Works
Department of the Army

108 Army Pentagon, Room 2E570
Washington, D.C. 20310-0108

On another global note, Friends and Great Salt Lake Audubon met with the Salt Lake Olympic Organizing
Committee to discuss ways of involving the Great Salt Lake as a part of the Olympic welcome mat. Atterall,
we have the greatest snow on earth because of the lake effect, right? Great Salt Lake also provides a wonder-
ful example of avian Olympians-in the millions; migrating birds that travel from the southern hemisphere
north to Great Salt Lake, and beyond. SLOC is eager to work with us and others representing the Lake to de-
velop educational opportunities during the Olympics. That’s good news! My best regards, Lynn de I‘reitas

"We can find happiness in protecting the world around us not only because we cherish it for its awesome
beauty, power, and mystery, but because we cherish our fellow humans, those who live today and those who
will live tomorrow." Jacques-Yves Cousteau 1910-1997
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Letter from Eriends of Great Salt Lake to US Army Corps of Engineers

June 9, 1998

Brooks Carter
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

1403 South 600 West
Woods Cross, Utah 84010

Art Champ, P.E.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
1325 J Street

Sacramento, CA 95814-2922

re: The Proposed Legacy West Davis Highway and the Locally Preferred
Alternative (LPA)

Dear Messrs. Champ and Carter:

Friends of Great Salt Lake 1s a nonprofit organization whose mission is to preserve and protect the Great Salt Lake
ecosystem and to increase public awareness and appreciation of the Lake through education, advocacy, and re-
search.

In principle, we oppose the Legacy West Davis Highway because we believe that there are better alternatives for
the transportation needs of the greater Wasatch Front. We can’t build our way out of congestion. Highways pro-
mote urban sprawl and exacerbate the air quality problems we already experience. We also believe in the preserva-
tion of open space, farmlands, and the wetlands of the Great Salt Lake ecosystem and feel that to protect these val-
ues, integrated land use and transportation alternatives should be considered as practicable alternatives to the
Legacy West Davis Highway.

Integrated land use and transportation alternatives involve planning for development by designing compact, walk-
able communities and incorporating improved mass transit options within these communities. This provides the
incentive for people to move away from being totally auto-dependent. As long as we continue to maintain a focus on
cars and highways in the way transportation spending currently takes place,we cannot achieve integration of
community development and improved transportation choices. If these options were implemented in conjunction
with the expanded improvements on I-15 North, improvements on existing arterials, and commuter rail, they could
well preclude the need for the Legacy Highway.

Although UDOT has been unwilling to admit that if this first segment of the Legacy Highway is built, then the
other segments would follow, it was recently announced by the Wasatch Front Regional Council that the northern
portion of the highway (Farmington to Ogden) has been included in their long range transportation plan. It could
be assumed that if this proposed highway is permitted, the additional segments will eventually be built.

The Locally Preferred Alternative (ILPA) of the proposed Legacy West Davis Highway is the most environmentally
damaging alternative of all those considered, and will destroy hundreds of acres of quality wetlands of the Great
Salt Lake ecosystem. Above and beyond the direct impacts to air and water quality, wetland and wildlife resources.
visual quality, and noise associated with the highway itself, there would be significant secondary impacts resulting
from commercial and industrial growth on the so-called “developable” lands to the east of the LPA. The threat of
parceling out precious wetlands bit by bit for development would constitute a major leap toward the demise of one
of the most unique and valuable ecosystems in the western hemisphere. Designated as part of the Western Hemi-
spheric Shorebird Reserve Network, the Great Salt Lake ecosystem provides habitats for a vast array of shore-
birds,waterfowl, and raptors. Included are 33 species of shorebirds, the world’s largest breeding population of Cali-
fornia gulls, 11 active pairs of peregrine falcons, the only staging area in the interior United States of marbled
godwits, the world’'s largest breeding population of white-faced ibises, the home of the only bald eagle nesting site
in Northern Utah, one of the three largest colonies of white pelicans in western North America, the world’s largest
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