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The mission of Friends of Great Salt Lake is to preserve and protect the Great Salt Lake ecosystem and to increase public awareness and
appreciation of the Lake through education, research, and advocacy.
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An Education Master Plan for the
Greater Great Salt Lake Ecosystem
to be discussed at our next General Meeting

An Education Master Plan for the Greater Great Salt Lake Ecosystem will be presented by the Northern
Utah Wetlands Partnership on Tuesday April 27, 1999, beginning at 7 P.M. at the Sugarhouse Garden Center.
Come to the April 27 meeting to hear about and provide initial input into the education master plan for the Greater
Great Salt Lake Ecosystem. This master plan will develop educational themes and messages to be used in wetland
education activities and programs. Implementation of the master plan will begin after the plan is completed in May
2000. The major responsibility for developing this master plan comes from the Utah State University Wetlands
Education Team. Support is provided by the Utah Reclamation Mitigation and Conservation Commission, the Utah
Division of Wildlife Resources, and many other entities. See article on page 12.

Spring 1999 Calender of Events

April 24, Saturday Field Trip to Kennecott’s Inland Sea Shorebird Reserve, 8:30a.m.-noon, see pg. 15

April 27, Tuesday General Meeting 7 p.m. Education Plan for the Greater Great Salt Lake Ecosystem

May 6, Thursday Board Meeting 7 p.m.

May 8, Saturday Great Salt Lake Bird Festival, “The Lake Affect” showing at noon at the Davis Co.
Fairpark, see pg. 4

May 15, Saturday Adopt-a-Highway Cleanup, 9 a.m.-noon, meet at Saltair Exit on I-80, see pg.15

May 25, Tuesday General Meeting 7 p.m. Recent Archeological Finds on Antelope Island

June 3, Thursday Board Meeting 7 p.m.

June 5-6, Sat. and Sun. Auto Tour of the West Desert and Archeological Field Trip

June 22, Tuesday General Meeting 7 p.m. Topic to be announced

NOTE: General Meetings are held at the Sugarhouse Garden Center, located in the northeast corner of
Sugarhouse Park, 2100 S. 1300 E. in Salt Lake City. Board meetings are held at the Salt Lake County complex
on State Street and 2100 South in Salt Lake City, room S3009.

Cowver: Brine shrimp by John P. George from Seductive Beauty of Great Salt Lake: Images of a Lake Unknown
Essays by Ella Sorensen and Photographs by John P. George, Published by Gibbs Smith, 1997
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President's Message

We celebrate the onset of spring with a cover photograph by John P. George. It is from the
book, Seductive Beauty of Great Salt Lake. In John's inimitable style, we behold the darling of Great
Salt Lake, Artemia franciscana, the brine shrimp species we call our own. This little critter is the
bellwether of the ecosystem's well being and the hinge of seasonal cycles for the Lake. It is also the
focus of the comments we recently completed on the draft of Management Alternatives for the Lake,
another phase in the Great Salt Lake Planning Project.

Working through the resource alternatives for the Lake, we experienced frustration and
disappointment in the process because it was inadequate. The State neglected to provide a
constitution or context for managing the Lake and its resources. Without that framework to hang
management alternatives on, we felt that decisions over addressing the resource issues were isolated.
We know what our vision for the Lake is, but we also wanted a vision from the State. We needed to
know how the State sees the Lake's ecosystem 200 years from now. Is the goal to manage for the
optimal biological productivity of the Lake or merely for its economic returns? The Lake needs a
champion that is willing to provide clarity, perspective and assurance that it will be managed for long
term sustainability. The limiting factor in that scheme is the Artemia franciscana.

As the planning process continues, so does the migration of our avian visitors. According to
Ella Sorensen's account of the succession of arrivals to Great Salt Lake, the yellow headed blackbirds
should be here by now, along with the first of the eventual hundreds of thousands of American
avocets, among others, who grace the shores of the Lake. Time to visit the Lake and recognize the
Great Salt Lake ecosystem as one of the most important wildlife habitats on this hemisphere. With
that in mind, the first Great Salt Lake Bird Festival is planned for this May 7,8 and 9. This three day
event will provide ample opportunity for all of us to remember the significance of place. There's more
about this in this issue.

Significance of place is also the reason for a visit by Dr. Kimiko Kozawa, a respected environmental
specialist and professor at Gakugei University in Tokyo. Dr. Kozawa is scheduled to visit Salt Lake
City at the end of March with a group of her colleagues. They are interested in environmental issues
and programs in the West. They're also interested in grassroots organizations working on behalf of
the environment. In a special program at the Salt Lake City Library, Friends and CACC will have
an opportunity to share their messages on behalf of the environment. Friends will also host our first
international presentation of “The Lake Affect.” We are pleased to be able to provide a focus on the
Lake during their visit.

On behalf of our Great Salt Lake and its myriad occupants, enjoy this time of renewal.
Lynn de Freitas

P.S. My apologies to Todd Houggard, Fox 13, for calling him Tom in our Winter Issue. It must have been the
moon.
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Great Salt Lake Bird Festival
May 7-9, 1999

The Great Salt Lake Bird Festival is an event
facilitated by Davis County Tourism in conjunction
with:

e Antelope Island State Park

e Great Salt Lake and Wasatch Audubon Societies
e Bear River Bird Refuge

e Davis County Arts and Humanities Council
e Davis School District

e Division of Travel Development

e Utah Division of Wildlife Resources
 Farmington Bay Wildlife Management Area
e U.S. Forest Service

e Friends of Antelope Island

e Friends of Bear River Refuge

e Friends of Great Salt Lake

 Kennecott Utah Copper Corp.

e Layton Hills Mall

e North Davis Chamber

e Ogden/Weber CVB

e South Davis Chamber

e The Nature Conservancy of Utah, and

e Utah State University.

The mission statement of the festival is: "To
increase awareness and conservation of the Great Salt
Lake ecosystem through education and nature tourism.”
[ts goals include:

1. Increase public awareness and pride for birds
found on and near the Great Salt Lake.

Z Increase the economic contribution of tourism
to Davis County and surrounding communities.

3. Educate the public to the values of

Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network. As one of the
best birding spots in the West, the Great Salt Lake
draws hundreds of thousands of visitors to its refuges
and state parks with the primary purpose of viewing

wildlife.

This festival is intended to increase public
awareness and pride for birds and their habitats found
on and near the Great Salt Lake by spotlighting species,
offering seminars/speakers, family activities, and
offering special tours of places such as Antelope Island
State Park, The Nature Conservancy's Layton
Wetlands Preserve, Farmington Bay Wildlife
Management Area, Bear River Refuge, and Kennecott's
Inland Sea Shorebird Reserve. School children will be
involved with banners and field trips. Many activities
will be held at the Davis County FairPark in
Farmington. The partners involved in this festival are
hoping to create a truly unique event for people of all
ages to enjoy.

For a registration packet including activity
schedule, fees, maps and lodging information contact:
Neka Roundy, Davis County Tourism, P.O. Box
618, Farmington, UT 84025, 801-451-3286, fax
801-451-2381, e-mail tour@co.davis.ut.us

the Great Salt Lake; birds, ecosystem, brine
flies, and brine shrimp. .

4. Initiate a project to give back to the —%-

community.
5. Coordinate agency efforts
concerning awareness of the Great Salt

Legacy Center & Davis County FairPark
151 South 1100 West, Farmington, Utah
(801) 4514080

Lake ecosystem

As part of the Pacific flyway

corridor, the Great Salt Lake offers a major
stopping ground for millions migratory and
nesting water birds annually. The

significance of this unique natural resource
is reflected in its designation in 1991 as one
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X Bird Festival
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of only fifteen reserves in the Western
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Notice to All Bird Lovers:

The Great Salt Lake Bird Festival
May 7th, 8th & 9th, 1999

If you have an interest in birds, or think you might like to become interested,
this FESTIVAL is for YOU. There will be something there for birders of all ages

and abilities:

*MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT™

*SEMINARS -4 TRACKS TO CHOOSE FROM*
*FIELD TRIPS - CATCH UP TO 3 OF 6 DIFFERENT*

*VENDORS - DELICIOUS FOOD, BIRDING MATERIALS AND
EQUIPMENT?*

A truly unique opportunity to experience the importance and diversity of the Great Salt Lake
ecosystem. Find out why this i1s one of only 15 reserves in the Western Hemisphere Shorebird
Reserve Network. Whether this 1s your first experience with bird watching or you have been

enjoying it for years, you will find this to be a great experience.

Most activities will take place at or start from the Davis County FairPark at 151 South 1100
West, Farmington, Utah. Sign up soon, space is limited on some activities

For a registration packet including activity schedule, fees, maps and lodging information

contact:
Davis County Tourism

P.O. Box 618

Farmington, Utah 84025 '
801-451-3286, fax 801-451-3281, e-mail tour@co.davis.ut.us

Hosted By:

Davis County Tourism - Antelope Island State Park - Great Salt Lake & Wasatch Audubon Socteties - Lavton Hills Mall
Bear River Bird Refuge - Davis County Arts and Humanities Council - Davis County Schools - U.S. Forest Service
Utah Division of Travel Development - Division of Wildlife Resources - Utah State University
Farmington Bay Wildlife AManagement A\rea - North Davis Chamber of Commerce
Ogden Weber Chamber of Commerce - South Davis Chamber of Commerce
Friends of the Great Salt Lake - Friends of Antelope Island
The Nature Conservancy of Utah







