EFRIENDS of
Great Salt Lake

P.O. Box 2655, Salt Lake City, Utah 84110-2655
mail@fogsl.org

801/583-5593
Volume 6 Number 2

Spring 2000

" & -:"-": "

The mission of Friends of Great Salt Lake is to preserve and protect the Great Salt Lake ecosystem and to increase
public awareness and appreciation of the Lake through education, research, and advocacy.
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SPECIAL THANKS |

Friends has received donations in memory of Donald K. Irvine who died at
the start of the New Year. We are grateful for these gifts in Mr. Irvine’s name and will
be directing them to our education programs so that we can continue to work to
develop the appreciation and awareness of Great Salt Lake that Donald Irvine lived by.

We would like to thank the following people.

John E Dillon, Sara Sexton-Lewis, Charles Warner McAfee,
Verna Melville, Linda J. Oswald, Cynthia D. Shogan

April 25 Tuesday
May 4 Thursday
May 23 Tuesday
June 1 Thursday
June 3 Saturday

Spring 2000 Calendar of Events

General Meeting 7pm Richard Denton, Water Quality Monitoring of GSL (p. 7)
Board Meeting 7pm

General Meeting 7pm Tom Wharton, slideshow presentation (p. 6)

Board Meeting 7pm

Layton Wetlands Preserve Field Trip (p. 5)

Watch the local papers for announcements of speakers and topics at our General Meetings,

or call our hot-line at 801/583-5593, and press 1 for monthly activities.

NOTE: General Meetings are held at the Sugarhouse Garden Center, located in the northeast corner of
Sugarhouse Park, 2100 South 1300 East in Salt Lake City. Board Meetings are held at the Salt Lake County
Complex on State Street and 2100 South in Salt Lake City. Room 53009

Cover: Willet by Elizabeth Dewitte (MFA University of Utah)

Image is from a copperplate etching, part of a series based on Great Salt Lake imagery and residents.
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President’s Message: Beyond the Meander Line

® “Free Great Salt Lake and let it be a teacher.”
¢ “Improve the image,understanding and
relationship to the Lake.”

e “Define the players and build coalitions.”

The Third Great Salt Lake Issues Forum provided
a notable beginning to the discussion of comprehensive
watershed based thinking for Great Salt Lake. The
Forum drew more than 110 participants and generated
affirmative goals for the watershed. With the generosity
of our funders, the experienced talent of our speakers
and the interest of the participants, we will continue
to work with these tools as we move forward in our
watershed progress.

We chose the topic of comprehensive watershed-
based restoration and protection for Great Salt Lake
because we knew it was both controversial and complex.
We also knew that it was time.

e “Make the public aware of the benetits of

a healthy lake ecosystem.”

e “Decide on specific objectives necessary to

have a high quality, sustainable ecosystem.”

¢ “Maintain a naturally regulated ecosystem

based on historic fluctuation.”

When Friends was organized in 1994, our commit-
ment was to work toward the preservation and protec-
tion of the Great Salt Lake ecosystem because we recog-
nized the inevitable impacts that continued growth and
development within its watershed would have.

¢ “No new dams.”

e “Understand the impact of air quality on

Great Salt Lake and its watershed.”

e “Educate the public on smart growth alterna-

tives to preserve floodplain, uplands, wetlands,

and riparian areas.”

* (quotes are from breakout groups at GSL Issues Forum,

We focused our talents and energy toward programs
and opportunities to increase appreciation and aware-
ness of the Lake, so that we could build a relationship
between the Lake and its people. A relationship that
would strengthen over time, for all of us, as we devel-
oped an understanding of the value and significance
and responsibility of living together in this place.

e “Identify all the players.”

¢ “Expand the coordination, communication,

and planning among private and public groups.”

e “As you go farther out in the watershed, which

issues can you solve at that level?”

We considered the complexity of issues that sur-
round the Lake.

e “Define and determine the impact of 1 million,

3 million, 5 million, 10 million, 15 million people

on the watershed.”

* “Develop a comprehensive plan for responsible

enjoyment so the public can experience GSL”

* “Increase research budgets.”

We heard examples from collaborative watershed
groups from around the country.We considered what
those experiences and efforts told us about the possibili-
ties that exist in comprehensive watershed thinking and
how we could learn from examples that are working.

e “Establish quantifiable goals.”

e “Think long term but act short term.”

e “Help people understand what the Lake is.”

And now we must begin to combine our place, with
our people, and our perspectives on how best to move
forward toward comprehensive watershed-based restora-
tion and protection for Great Salt Lake. And that’s
where the challenge begins.

On behalf of our Great Salt Lake and its myriad

occupants, thanks for your support.

Lynn de Freitas

February 2000)
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. B O & A : The 3rd GSL Issues Forum

B photo by A. Weller
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Field Notes:
Through Kays Creek

By Joel Peterson, Layton Wetlands Preserve Manager, The Nature.Conservancy

he Hill Property, next to the Layton Wetlands

Preserve and recently acquired by The Nature
Conservancy, is a natural treasure by any standard.
Quality wet meadow habitat that has been lost in so
many areas near the Great Salt Lake still exists here.
The special treat of seeing secretive flocks of lanky
Sandhill cranes can be experienced in these meadows in
the spring and summer. Snipe, long-billed curlews and
voles are also commonly seen. Kays Creek provides a rare
riparian habitat through the meadow, then braids into
shallow rivulets, feeding its rich delta.

Joe and Dick Hill have spent decades consolidating
properties and improving them for their cattle operation.
[t is their life’s work which they have sold to the
Conservancy and their concern that it “doesn’t all go to
trash” is understandable. It will be difficult for them to
see their grazing management focus change to a habitat
restoration focus. Just as the Hill brothers pieced together
the farm, remembering what the land was like early last
century, we are using the past to direct our future man-
agement. However, we must look further back for our
vision of what this area must have been long ago.

Appreciating the full beauty of this landscape is easy
to do with just a small amount of imagination. As | walk
along the creek, I'm reminded of wild areas I once knew.
But something here is different. Kays Creek has been
altered by a flood control project in the 1970’s when it
was dredged and channelized. Willow seedlings have been
trampled or grazed and the meadow shows signs of wear
with each stand of weeds. The height of the meadow
plants has been determined by bovine preference and does
not necessarily cater to wildlife preference. You may have
expected to hear the common yellowthroat in a willow
along the bank of the creek but its scratchy song has not
been heard in this area of the preserve. There is much to
do with this property to restore its natural capacity.

[ pull a few weeds out of the ground and begin to
hypothesize. “As the fabric of our natural environment
continually wears under human pressures, we slowly lose
our collective memory of what our natural resources were
once really like. There seems to be a successive memory
loss between each generation. Humans are very adapt-
able to anthropogenic changes—so adaptable that we

appear to be successfully maintaining our natural areas
while, almost imperceptibly, subtle degradation continues
to occur. We continually re-define our concepts of “nat-
ural” and “wild”, becoming more lenient with each itera-
tion. Wild areas devolve into visitor parks. Biological
diversity dwindles as nature is squeezed into increasingly
smaller areas, becoming virtual zoos for common species.”

[ grab the teasel at the base and...yank! “You belong in
Europe, little weed” I cynically mutter under my breath as |
try to remember my train of thought. “Perhaps we lose our
collective memories of natural history because we move
around so much. Many of us came here from someplace
else. We just haven’t experienced what many places were
once like in order to gauge what has been lost. I guess
we’re a lot like invasive weeds. Looking back, I hardly rec-
ognize my hometown when I visit--so many more houses
and malls than when [ grew up there playing in the empty
tields at the edge of town. Folks who move there now
think nothing of it. The current condition is normal. But
they will never know that open landscape as [ once did.
Likewise, I can only dream of seeing the Salt Lake Valley
as it was first described by our pioneering predecessors.”

“Why have we forgotten? Where’s our collective
memory of natural places? How have we become so dis-
connected from our natural environment? Is it our con-
sumptive society and quest for more and more? Why
don’t we adequately account for our future “natural capi-
tal” that we are spending on our unsustainable lifestyles
today? We not only lose the ecosystem services our nat-
ural world provides such as water purification, air purifi-
cation and climate stabilization, but we also lose the
intrinsic value of that natural connection, which I argue
is very important.”

These rambling thoughts float through my mind and
challenge every easy answer that I come up with as I gaze
across this small piece of natural landscape toward the
houses. “Our restoration work on the Hill property and
our conservation work throughout the Great Salt Lake
environment urges us to take a longer perspective of time,
to remember and to teach. Also, it requires us to take a
wider perspective of the spatial scales within which these
ecosystems operate. Restoring Kays Creek, for example,
requires us to look further back in time as well as further
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